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THE YEAR IN SEX
By Jennifer Peters
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From political sex 
scandals to (even) 
more homemade 
celebrity sex tapes 
to techno-porn 
problems we never 
imagined, 2008 was 
chock-full of sex. 
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The biggest news this year 
came when New York Gover-
nor Eliot Spitzer was exposed 
as a patron of an international 

prostitution ring. Not that we expect 
our politicians to be squeaky clean, 
but Governor Spitzer spent much of 
his career fi ghting the very same 
crimes he was accused of. As “Client 
9,” Spitzer spent $4,300 for a three-
hour tryst with Ashley Dupre, aka Kris-
ten, but he paid a greater price later 
when he was forced to resign after 
news of his affair leaked. 
 But that wasn’t the end of the Love 
Gov’s 15 minutes of infamy. Remind-
ers of his tryst showed up almost daily 
as Dupre milked her time in the spot-
light after being outed. First she was 
offered $1 million to appear in Hustler, 
then Joe Francis, of Girls Gone Wild 
fame, offered her the same to appear 
in one of his videos. Francis later 
rescinded his offer, however, after it 
was discovered that he already had 
footage of the New Jersey native from 
2003. Dupre sued for $10 million, 
claiming Francis was exploiting her 
name and that she’d never given per-
mission to be fi lmed, but she dropped 
the suit just three months later. 
 Still, she managed to stay in the 
news a bit longer. There were rumors 
that she was being considered for a 
reality TV show, the overwhelming 
success she had selling her songs 
online and the release of the footage 
shot by Girls Gone Wild. And then 
there was another lawsuit—this time 
with Dupre as the defendant. Because 
she was just shy of her 18th birthday 
when Francis’s crew fi lmed her, she 
presented another woman’s driver’s 
license as her own, claiming to be 
Amber Arpaio. When Arpaio started 
receiving calls from friends and family 
about her involvement with the Girls 
Gone Wild videos, she learned about 
Dupre duping the producers—and 
stealing her identity. 

 And while Dupre may be the most 
famous, she wasn’t the only person to 
sway a politician from his righteous 
path. Spitzer’s replacement, Gov. 
David Paterson, admitted to having an 
affair of his own just days after taking 
offi ce. Even better, Paterson’s wife had 
her own affair, which she admitted to 
during a joint interview with her hus-
band. Then there was former New Jer-

sey Gov. Jim McGreevey. Four years 
after leaving offi ce and outing himself 
as a “gay American,” he again made 
headlines with tales of threesomes 
with his wife and their former driver. 
Both McGreevey and the driver have 
admitted to their sexcapades, but ex-
wife Dina Matos McGreevey claims no 
such orgies occurred. 

 And in case you thought those 
playing on the national scale were 
immune, think again. In February, The 
New York Times accused John McCain 
of having a sexual relationship with a 
female lobbyist. That scandal quickly 
went away, but it was eventually 
replaced with his running mate 
Gov. Sarah Palin’s scandalous 
family: The conservative 
sweetheart’s 17-year-old 
daughter got pregnant out 
of wedlock and caused 
quite a stir at the Republi-
can National Convention. 
The Democrats 
decided to get in 
on the fun, too, 
with former presi-
dential candidate 
John Edwards 
admitting to an 
affair with a woman 
hired to produce vid-
eos of Edwards cam-
paigning in 2006. 
 Not to be outdone, 
Hollywood stars 
decided to create 
some scandals of their 
own. Lindsay Lohan 
led the pack with a 
slew of shocking acts. 
It started in January 
with her bed-hopping 
antics while in Italy. She 
managed to seduce three 
different men in a 24-hour 
period, and was caught 
canoodling with all of 
them—though only one managed to 
get invited back to her hotel for a 
sleepover. Then there was the rumor 
that LiLo had a sex tape, a story she 
denied but which friends told Page Six 
was true. And to top it all off, Lohan’s 
relationship with celebrity DJ Saman-
tha Ronson led to months of specula-
tion over the actress’s sexuality after 
she and her gal pal were spotted kiss-

ing and cuddling on various occasions. 
Whether it’s a publicity stunt, budding 
lesbian relationship or some combina-
tion of the two, we’re sure it’ll keep 
Lohan in the spotlight in 2009, too.
 The rest of young Hollywood tried 
their best to keep up, with MTV star 

Audrina Patridge (of The Hills fame) 
appearing in nude photos that 
surfaced in March and costar 
Lauren Conrad continuing to 
fi ght sex-tape rumors. 
 Verne Troyer also dealt with 

sex tape rumors—these proven 
true. The actor, famous for 

his role as Mini Me in the 
Austin Powers fl icks, 
made a tape with his 
now-ex and saw the tape 
hit the Web in June. He 
tried to sue to block the 
video’s release, but his 
sexy young costar 
allowed TMZ to broad-
cast a 25-second clip. 

Then she sold the video to 
a “private collector” for 

$5,000, further enraging the 
two-foot-eight actor. And if 

that wasn’t enough, just weeks 
later the tape showed up 

online, being offered for down-
load by an overseas company.

 Others who decided to bare 
all on fi lm were KISS rocker Gene 

Simmons—who starred in a 
grainy black-and-white sex tape 
that caused less of a stir—and 
actor Josh Hartnett, of Pearl 

Harbor fame, who was caught by 
security cameras getting hot and 
heavy with a female companion in the 
library of a London hotel. 
 Even R. Kelly’s sex tape was back in 
the news in June, when he was fi nally 
acquitted of all charges at his child 
porn trial. The news came nearly six 
years after the singer was accused of 
fi lming himself having sex with an 
allegedly 13-year-old girl. 
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 Hollywood’s fi ctional characters 
were stirring up scandals, too. In For-
getting Sarah Marshall, the movie’s 
star, Jason Segel, lets it all hang out in 
a full-frontal scene. The R-rated fl ick 
broke one of the silver screen’s fi nal 
taboos with the two-minute nude 
breakup scene—based on Segel’s real-
life naked breakup. Then Kevin Smith, 
mastermind behind the cult classic 
Clerks, felt it was his turn to capitalize 
on America’s fascination with fuck 
fi lms. He released Zack and Miri Make 
a Porno, starring Seth Rogen and Eliz-
abeth Banks: the classic tale of two 
slacker pals who decide to make some 
quick cash by starring in their very 
own sex tape.
 Outside of Hollywood, sex was 
equally important. Author Chuck 
Palahniuk got in on the lucrative 
porn business by releasing his book 
Snuff, an X-rated novel about a porn 
star’s efforts to end her career by 
fi lming a 600-person gang bang. 
Rather than rely on standard literary 
press to get the word out, though, 
Palahniuk created a MySpace page 
for Cassie Wright, the novel’s star, 
posted interviews with her on 
YouTube and created a faux trailer 
for one of her biggest (fake) fl icks, 
The Wizard of Ass. 
 But Palahniuk wasn’t the only 
author to show an interest in porn. 
More than six decades after his death, 
Franz Kafka was revealed as a huge 
pervert. A fellow author discovered 
Kafka’s kinky side while doing research 
at the British Library in London, where 
he came across the literary legend’s 
pornographic journals. According to 
the researcher, James Hawes, the writ-
ings include animals committing fella-
tio and girl-on-girl action and are 
“quite unpleasant.”
 In addition to the entertainment 
value provided by 2008’s sex scandals, 
there were also a slew of more serious 
matters. At the start of a federal 

obscenity trial in Los Angeles, the pre-
siding judge was found to be a little 
too familiar with the material in ques-
tion—it turns out he had his own por-
nography-fi lled website. Chief Judge 
Alex Kozinski of the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals was forced to recuse 
himself after the Los Angeles Times 
discovered his dirty little secret. Before 
the website was blocked from public 
view, it was reported that the judge’s 
website had sexually explicit photos, 
including a photo of a naked woman 
on all fours painted as a cow and a 
half-naked man with a sexually 
aroused farm animal. He tried to 
blame his adult son for the postings, 
then claimed he had no idea the site 
could be viewed by anyone other than 
himself, but eventually he admitted 

that he’d posted some of the material 
himself—and shared it with friends. 
 Then there was the brief legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage in Califor-
nia. The decision by the California 
Supreme Court, which allowed non-

residents to marry as well, resulted in 
dozens of happy couples fi ling mar-
riage licenses in the days after the 
announcement. 
 Seen as a long overdue move, 
everyone took part in the celebration, 
including a handful of Hollywood stars 
like Ellen DeGeneres, who wed long-
time girlfriend Portia de Rossi. And 
then there was Tila Tequila, MTV’s 
bisexual Shot of Love star, who took 
credit for the historic decision. 
 “It is because of me. I defi nitely 
think (my show) has helped the move-
ment,” Tequila told Us Weekly in June. 
“Before it came out, everyone was still 
a little apprehensive about (same sex 
relationships). Then they realized, 
‘Wow, everyone is really into this stuff, 
and it is fi ne.’ The next thing you 
know, (gay marriage) is legal.”
 The revelry lasted a mere fi ve 
months, however, as Election Day 
brought about the passing of Proposi-
tion 8, which banned gay marriage in 
the state and put all the same-sex 
marriages performed in the months 
prior in jeopardy. 
 While the people of California had 
their all-too-brief affair with sex-posi-
tive thinking, President Bush should 
step up and take credit for his own 
sex-positive moment. That’s because 
his efforts to keep the economy afl oat 
with a $168 billion stimulus package 
not only helped consumers in 2008, 
but also helped Nevada’s brothels stay 
in business. The brothels, which typi-
cally cater to long-haul truckers, were 
having trouble since high fuel costs 
and a poor economy were keeping 
the clients away. But Bush’s aid 
inspired them, and the infamous 
Moonlite Bunny Ranch offered cus-
tomers a “double your stimulus” 
package, which gave the fi rst 100 cli-
ents who arrived with government 
stimulus checks twice the services for 
the same low price. We’re sure the 
brothels weren’t Bush’s targets, but 

we’re willing to bet at least a few Fed-
eral checks went to stimulating some-
thing other than the economy.
 Sex also went high-tech in 2008, 
with a handful of technologically 
advanced situations occurring. First 
Facebook instituted a number of pri-
vacy safeguards and obscenity block-
ers in an effort to protect the site’s 
young users. They also agreed to 
enhance their identifi cation tools, 
issue warning messages when children 
attempt to give out personal informa-
tion and immediately sever all links to 
pornographic websites. 
 Then Wikipedia was attacked by 
Concerned Women for America, with 
the group claiming that the widely 
used interactive encyclopedia peddles 
porn to children. The group claimed 
that the site features hundreds, if not 
thousands, of hardcore pornographic 
images and videos, which are all easily 
accessible to kids. It was even sug-
gested that the site could be in viola-
tion of the nation’s obscenity laws.  
 In response to the charges by CWA, 
Mark Pelligrini, a regional representa-
tive for Wikipedia, told World Net 
Daily that “[I]f someone goes to the 
articles on ‘sex,’ ‘penis’ or any graphic 
topic, we do provide frank descrip-
tions and images. For images, we aim 
for clinical pictures of the sort you 

Kafka’s kinky side while doing research 

the researcher, James Hawes, the writ-

©
 m

o
o

d
b

o
a

rd
/C

o
rb

is

2008: The Year in Sex



30 FEBRUARY 2009

would fi nd in an anatomy or medical 
textbook.”
 In addition to these images, how-
ever, Wikipedia also has recordings of 
women experiencing orgasms, videos 
of men ejaculating and photos of men 
performing oral sex on each other as 
well as on themselves. Whether this is 
considered obscene is to be deter-
mined, and an attorney with CWA has 
promised to call the Department of 
Justice to determine if Wikipedia is 
engaging in illegal practices.
 With their staunch opposition to 
Wikipedia’s more adult content, we’re 
guessing that CWA would be big fans 
of the proposed porn-free Internet. 
The FCC-approved plan—which is 
supported by two Congressional Dem-
ocrats and almost no one else—sug-

gests auctioning off a piece of unused 
broadband spectrum, with the winner 
agreeing to offer free wireless Internet 
access in the U.S. In order to get the 
FCC’s approval, however, the winner 
would have to block all content that is 
perceived as obscene or adult along 
with any text or images that would be 
harmful to children aged 5 through 
17. If approved, the alternative Inter-
net would save consumers up to 
$32.4 billion a year, but many free-
speech advocates, as well as a number 
of wireless companies, oppose the 
idea. Some fear the project would 
interfere with services delivered on 

nearby parts of the spectrum, and oth-
ers fear that the proposal is constitu-
tionally suspect.
 For those who believe the sole pur-
pose of the Internet is to view pornog-
raphy, however, there’s a new way to 
cover your tracks. New versions of 
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer and 
Google’s Chrome include options that 
allow users to browse the Web with-
out any data being stored, a feature 
that has been dubbed “porn mode.” 
When activated, the privacy mode lets 
the user browse even the most per-
verse sites without fear of family, 
friends or employers discovering their 
dirty secrets.
 Of course, there’s one more option 
for the Web-savvy porn viewer: The 
iPhone. The new 3GB model was 
released in July, allowing better Net 
access—including faster access to 
adult sites. And although Apple bans 
adult content from its offi cial iPhone 
applications, there’s nothing stopping 
users from creating their own adult-
themed apps or viewing porn sites 
using the iPhone’s Web browser. 
 But if you haven’t gotten on board 
with the iPhone craze, fear not. 
Chances are, whatever new gadget 
you bought in 2008 was porn-com-
patible. The Wii, for example, became 
one of the hottest toys on the mar-
ket—sex toys, that is. Hackers were 
able to manipulate the Nintendo 
game controller so that it would 
vibrate, introducing the world to the 
Wiibrator. Team DWiildo, the hackers 
behind the innovative sex game, 
already have plans for a better model, 
one that would include multiplayer 
options and make it the fi rst widely 
available teledildonic device. 
 Dozens of other titillating tales 
went to press in 2008, too, with even 
average Joes getting in on the action. 
If you weren’t one of them, don’t 
worry. You’ve got 365 days to make it 
into next year’s carnal compendium.
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